
It’s hard to believe that another year has flown by.  As can be seen from the table on 

page 2,  it has been a busy year.  

The summit was an excellent opportunity to meet with membership to hear about issues 

and possible solutions. David Ensor and David Huxtable from External Relations also at-

tended and contributed positively to the discussion providing possible avenues to pursue. 

Many thanks to the leaders who attended and honestly shared their concerns, resilience and resourceful-

ness. 

Throughout the year we have had regular meetings with personnel from the department to share the 

small school perspective around topics such as funding, Year 7s to high school and Integrated and School

-based Preschools. 

Kirio Crespo from EduNetSoultions has made a new SSASA website which we are thrilled about. He has 

been helpful and responsive to requests. To keep the site ‘alive’ could you send stories/photos of things 

that are happening at your school. It’s good to publicise your school but also share your experiences. 

The annual conference held in term two once again received positive feedback. The presentation by Em-

ma Beare set the scene for the observation at Blair Athol B-7 School where we were able to see practices 

which had a positive effect on the students’ well-being and ultimately their learning. Attendees always 

enjoy the networking with other small school staff.  

We understand that leaders of small schools find it difficult to release themselves for conferences so in 

2020 we will be travelling to some areas around the state to connect with other small school leaders at 

their sites to give support and share some unique ways they have found to solve problems. Each school 

has conditions that are distinctive to their context but we can all learn from one another. 

You should have received by now the membership form for 2020 and a nomination form to be on SSASA 

exec. It is important to be part of a like-minded group to get support and assistance with things such as 

policy and process documents. To keep the executive in touch with membership needs, representatives 

from different areas around the state is important.  

Please consider nominating to be on the executive. There are two meetings each term (Mondays of 

weeks 3 & 8) and TRT days are available to release you from your teaching load those days. Accommo-

dation and travel is also covered. Please ring any of the exec members to discuss this. 

The SSASA team has been very supportive of me and of course are passionate 

about small schools. Many thanks to – Chris Morrison, Peter Mitchinson, Wade 

Branford, Karen Murray, Barb Jones, Dianne Loveday and Kellie Zadow. 

We look forward to 2020 with a positive mindset secure in the knowledge that 

the children and families in our communities are getting the best care and 

education.  

Merry Christmas and Best Wishes for 2020    -  Sue Billett 
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School Based Preschools—Integrated Preschools Questions for DfE 

1. In regards to school-based preschools how is a service suspended? In the policy for rural preschools 
this is unclear. We are hearing of some school based preschools being allowed to run an integrated 

service whilst others are not so would like some clarification on this. Does the principal receive for-
mal notification of suspension? 
2. Is there a timeline/deadline involved in suspending a service. For example if a school based pre-
school had 4 enrolments in early November and was told it would be suspended for 2020 but then 

got 2 more enrolments by late November are they then able to run a funded program as they now 
have 6?  
3. Does the community have a say regarding its preschool services like it does in regards to school 

services? 
4. Are there special considerations for rural and remote areas to enable a preschool service to op-
erate rather than an integrated program that would see 3-4 year olds in with 9 year olds? Especially 
where there is no other easily accessible alternate preschool service? 

5. I thought I might start to flag my idea of having a pilot project in rural and regional/remote areas 
being able to offer kindy/preschool to 3 and 4 year olds - so children could receive 2 years of kindy/
preschool like almost all the other OECD countries as this is recognised as world class practice. 

 
Any other questions people have? Or suggested changes to the above?  

We seek your feedback and any other questions you have to engage in conversations with DfE 

SSASA Achievements 2019 

Term 1 Term 2 

AGM- 7 Executive members elected 

SSASA Summit consultation with leaders and Exter-

nal Relations personnel – setting priorities for 2019 

Mark Witham – School Funding Changes consul-

tation with stakeholders 

Pam Kent- Year 7s to High School information and 

feedback 

Letters to local MPs and Department for Educa-

tion Minister and Directors 

Executive reps attended funding reform meetings 

EWS- Updated SSASA website 

Newsletter 

Sponsor supporting SSASA especially the confer-

ence 

Education Management System- Toni Richardson 

and John Duggery info re the capabilities and roll 

out 

Conference preparation 

Conference ‘Environments to Engage Learners’ 

Website continued development 

Improvement Plan supported by David Ensor and 

Nigel Huxtable (External Relations) 

Term 3 Term 4 

EB recommendations from members 

Pam Kent- Update year 7s to High School 

Kirio (ENS)- Online accessibility policy 

Integrated and School Based preschool issues 

Mark Witham- Equality/Fairness. Sustainability 

Finance grant update 

Newsletter 

Improvement Plan review – how are we travelling 

Current membership- 24 

External relations- David and Nigel visited us re 

philanthropic funding for schools and feedback 

on the Improvement Plan 

Improvement Review- 2020 directions 

2020 Outreach 

Integrated and School Based preschool issues – 

looking at policy 



Small School Students Making Big Impacts 

On Tuesday the 29th of October students from several small 

schools on the Eyre Peninsula converged in Port Lincoln for the 

Champions Academy. Students from Lake Wangary, Poonindie, 

Ungarra, Port Neil, Tumby Bay, Cummins and Port Lincoln were in 

attendance. The Champions Academy has been running for sev-

eral years and provides students from the area the opportunity to 

look at issues and challenges that impact country communities. 

Students work with previous attendees known as mentors and a 

variety of students from across the lower Eyre Peninsula. Students 

talked about money, where it is spent and why. They discussed 

where children wanted to spend money and the idea that we 

spend money where we see the greatest need for us. Students 

discussed globalisations and challenges we face in our communities. A great over-arching focus was that 

every challenge provides an opportunity. This was a great motivator for students who then problem 

solved. 

Students were asked to think how we can use a local problem to solve a global issue. This saw lots of en-

thusiasm and discussions at tables. Students gave many ideas on how to solve problems locally and glob-

ally. Students looked at all the local Council districts in our area as well as census data in these communi-

ties. 

The guest speakers talked about our brains and how they are inundated with information; then posed this 

question: How can we process this information to problem solve so it benefits the majority? Students 

looked at how they could solve problems looking through different lens. Students were given sunglasses 

and were asked to look at a problem with and without the glasses on. They were then asked to share 

their ideas and thinking as well as talk about how we need to look at things through someone else’s eyes. 

Speakers highlighted that we need to consider others’ needs and what is most important. 

Speakers also got students to rethink stereotypes and norms and how they can be innovative, use a crea-

tive mindset or be entrepreneurial to redesign and develop new ideas. It was great to hear students solve 

problems collaboratively at their tables. Everyone was able to bring their thinking to the group and feel 

valued. The speakers gave students the chance to plan how we could: 

‘Increase sport in the region’; ‘Keep youth in our local area’; ‘How can we improve travel around town?’; 

‘Increase tourism in the region’ and ‘How can we use our vast spaces?’ 

From these ideas they gave students 4 areas to consider, who are the customers? How will this make us 

unique? Who benefits? How can we be profitable?  

In table groups students then discussed 1 on the themes considering the four factors and then reported 

back to everyone. 

The activities, ideas and discussions at the Champions Academy were great. Each idea build upon a new 

way of thinking, designing and collaborating. This was an awesome and engaging experience for all chil-

dren and the day was highly successful. 



Communication List 2019—27 members in 2019 



This year we assigned Partnerships of schools to executive mem-

bers in order to improve and share communication to our mem-

bers and future members.  Next year we are looking at site visits 

to seek input and to share the work of SSASA with our small 

school leaders.  We will be heading to Clare and the Mid North as 

well as the South East in March 2019 and we look forward to 

meeting you in the new year. 

Communication is a two way street so if you have a concern / 

query or would like us to share a ‘GREAT NEWS’ story or ‘BEST 

PRACTICE’ from your site please contact us. 

How, what and why are you doing what you do to make a differ-

ence for your students, your staff and your local communities...Let’s raise the profile of our small schools!  

Yes we are UNIQUE! 

Executive Members 2019 

President—Sue Billett—Morgan PS                Vice President—Wade Branford—Lake Wangarry PS 

Treasurer—Chris Morrison—Yahl PS             Secretary—Karen Murray—Penong PS 

Kellie Zadow—LSL (Morgan PS)  Barb Jones—Upper Sturt Bush School 

Peter Mitchinson—Moorak PS   Dianne Loveday—Beachport PS 

 

Our small school sites are certainly spread all over regions in the STATE—

we want to visit you. 

2020 Site Visits 



STEM Energy Project Engages Students in Real World Applications 

For the third consecutive year Millicent High School, Kangaroo Inn Area School along with Mt Burr, 

Beachport, Rendelsham, Newbery Park and Millicent North Primary Schools are working with industry to 

give students authentic learning and the opportunity to solve problems in real world contexts. 

 

This year, four separate projects are running and will culminate in a “gallery walk” presentation on Thurs-

day October 31st 9:30 – 10:45am at Millicent High School. High school students are working alongside 

primary students to inquire, wonder, design and create solutions to problems in our society.  

 

Students are working in the STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering and Maths) disciplines and combin-

ing with HASS (History, and Social Sciences) disciplines to investigate and make recommendations while 

gaining new knowledge and skills in these disciplines.  

  

The projects being undertaken this year are our local coastline, energy, food production and water solu-

tions.  

  

Energy has been the focus of a STEM collabora-

tive project between Millicent High School year 

8 and Rendelsham’s year 4-7 students. They 

have been inspired by wind energy in our area 

and have an industry partner connection with 

Infigen. 

  

Students have been meeting on a regular basis 

at Millicent High School to learn about Energy. 

They have designed and created prototypes of wind powered weight spinners, the engineering process 

of making turbine blades and to use 3D printing technology to create propeller blades. 

  

“Our main goal is that students understand and participate in the 

"Design, Test and Analyse" process collaboratively and were able to 

make modifications to designs in order to 

improve effectiveness.” said Rendelsham 

teacher Jane Lucas. 

  

“These skills are important not only as they 

move through high school, but also in the 

workforce where they will be required to 

have initiative and problem solve collabo-

ratively in a variety of contexts.” 

  

Leni from Rendelsham Primary recalled, 

“We made a wishing well to see how much 

weight it could hold. Mine could hold a 

rubber tube in the cup and the fan pulled 

the cup up.” 



STEM Energy Project Engages Students in Real World Applications 

 

From his time at Millicent High School with the year 8 students, he recorded how 

the experiments he engaged in made him wonder. “I wonder if a volcano has 

kinetic energy. I wonder if cars have kinetic energy. I wonder if headphones 

have kinetic energy. I wonder if fire has kinetic energy” 

 

Schools Collaborate to Solve Real World 

STEM  

Related Problems 

 

 
One project involves Mt Burr and Beachport Primary Schools collaborating with Kan-

garoo Inn Area school year 7/8 students and one Millicent High School year 8 class. They are investigating the 

impact modern life has on our coastal environment. They are in partnership with AusMap (Australian Microplas-

tics Assessment Program) and the Natural Re-

sources Management (NRM). 

 

 "AusMAP is a citizen science project, designed to 

empower communities to look for microplastics on 

their own coasts” says Dr Michelle Blewitt, the pro-

ject director of AusMap.  

 

Teachers did the AusMap training to lead students 

in conducting surveys. Students created sampling 

kits and followed the AusMap process to investi-

gate microplastics at Post Office Rock at 

Beachport.  

 

Mt Burr teacher Lisa Scott stated that “It gives real-world context 

to the problem of microplastics and the impact they have on the 

environment. 



2019 SASSA Sponsors 

Our Association is most grateful to our sponsors and we acknowledge their positive support. 

NEW SSASA Website www.ssasa.sa.edu.au is live 

Like us on Facebook Page  - SSASA 

Do you have a PROUD SMALL SCHOOL story to share? 

Check out our sponsors in 2019 
Please support their business as they are supporting our Association and believe in the 

work that small schools can achieve in our local communities.  Check out the deals 

they have for us and our small schools. 

Keep a look out for your 2020 Membership offer in the mail 


